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ten of them"; which when I had denied, these diverse beliefs
bred between us a certain pleasant and friendly contention.
In short, as it seemed in my dream, we each promised
solemnly to the other that whosoever could be convicted of
having counted wrong, should be condemned to pay four
gallons of wine to the other. Then we set about to number
the pigs with great diligence, and I won my wager; and lo!
even as I exulted in this my victory, I wakened from my
sleep.
In process of time, although this dream had slipped from
my memory and from my mind and although I thought
thereon no longer, yet on the morrow there came to pass all
that I had seen in my dream, even to the very last jot and
tittle, and whatsoever I had already seen in my sleep I now
saw with my waking eyes. For, to sum up briefly what I have
already told at length, on the Saturday morning I rode to
the aforesaid church; heard the same Alleluia and Gospel and
Mass of the Holy Ghost; and, going forth, heard from the
priest's groom that his master purposed to go to the aforesaid
Chapter. I waited there for the priest to come out; and, as
we rode together by common consent, we came to the afore-
said field, wherein I saw a sow with her sucklings like at
every point to those which I had seen in my dream. Then
at last I recalled what I had seen in my sleep; for I swear to
you with a solemn oath that I knew that sow and her piglings
by sight better than any of my own pigs at home. At this
sight, then, I recalled my dream; and, marvelling at this strange
thing, I reined in my horse for a moment and laughed. The
priest, wondering that I halted with so sudden a change of
countenance, asked me wherefore I laughed; and I was fain
to elude his question with such perfunctory and obscure
answers as I could find. Then the priest looked at the pig-
lings and said all even as I had heard in my dream; and when
I, for my part, answered concerning the cupidity of priests
and the number of the pigs, with no less exact repetition of
my vision, then we pledged ourselves that the victor should
"receive from the conquered four gallons of wine. After
which we diligently counted the pigs, and I was victor.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